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Introduction 

While Western European countries continue to be a traditional destination for undergraduate and graduate students studying abroad, recently, Central and Eastern European countries have become increasingly popular. This part of the world offers an abundance of multinational and domestic businesses, historical sites and preserved villages, beautiful architecture, and diverse cultural activities. Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic, is commonly referred to as the “gem” of the new Europe and is proving to be an excellent destination for both long term and short term study abroad programs. Currently there are over 62 different study abroad programs based in the Czech Republic and the number continues to rise, as does its superior reputation with high school, college, and graduate students. There are numerous different models and areas of focus and while some programs are run by Czech institutions of higher education, the majority are operated by U.S. or British universities or private overseas educational firms (http://www.studyabroaddirectory.com/CzechRepublic.cfm).

Studying abroad can be a profound experience for students of any age, from any country.  For students from Kazakhstan, this experience offers them the opportunity to explore traditions, perceptions, and concepts not found in their own culture.  This experience is valuable because it enables students to broaden their view of themselves and the world in which they live.  Recently, Eastern Europe, in particular the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, and Hungary became a magnet region for students not only because it remains a relatively good bargain, but also because it offers such a wide range of rich educational opportunities and unique cultural experiences. 

Generally students decide to study overseas for a variety of reasons including the chance to increase their language acquisition, develop academically, increase their cross-cultural perception, see the world, meet new people, and take the opportunity to enhance their resumes. Finding the right location is usually one of the top priorities for participants as they are not only searching for the right academic program, but also a destination that will meet their expectations from a cultural and social perspective. In the Czech Republic and Slovakia, there are a number of excellent programs students can take advantage of, each offering a variety of academic opportunities from business to art and a vast array of distinctive cultural activities.

Prague, Czech Republic

The first location that comes highly recommended for and by students is Prague, Czech Republic. Prague, one of the most beautiful cities in the world, is a popular destination for college students because it offers a host of cultural experiences that are profoundly diverse than those of their home country. The city’s central location in Europe also serves as an excellent launching pad for surrounding cities such as Berlin, Bratislava, Krakow, Warsaw, and Budapest.  

The Czech Republic, one of the newest members of the European Union, has been a trendy destination for students and young professionals since the Velvet Revolution in 1989. For undergraduates in particular, the Prague setting is not only the political, economic, and cultural heart of the state, it is a fashionable and electrifying city. Students can make their way through the crooked streets of the city, relaxing in lush gardens or Kafka-like cafes, or taking in the breathtaking views of Charles Bridge which spans the Vltava River. 

Prague is also the center of academic and vocational education, the seat of the Academy of Sciences and of a number of other research and scientific institutes worthy of visiting. The historic town center has been included in the UNESCO World Cultural and Scientific Heritage list since 1992. Prague is also one of nine cities which were awarded the title of "European metropolis of culture in 2000" by the European Union. A must do is a trip to the headquarters of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, located at the top of Wenceslav square (which is in fact a street, not a square), followed by a visit to the Museum of National History across the street. 

The cultural aspects of the city of Prague are abundant. Upon arrival, students can participate in an orientation session which includes a walking tour of Prague’s most famous sites, namely, Prague’s Golden City tour including Old Town Square, Astronomical Clock, Charles Bridge, Mala Strana, the Prague Castle, the Gothic Cathedrals and Castle Gardens, Old Synagogue in the Jewish Quarter, Vltava River, Prague Library, Loreto Church, and Alfons Mucha’s home. Inexpensive monthly metro passes are available so that students can revisit these and many other cultural locations on their own. Students can also engage in local movie viewings, a trip to the Communist Museum, theatre outings, musicals, operas, picnics, wine tastings and traditional Czech nights out with students from the local universities. 

Bratislava, Slovakia

Slovakia, situated between the Czech Republic, Poland and Hungary, proudly boasts the High Tatra Mountain range, a must see for visitors to this amazing country. Bratislava, the boutique version of Prague, is another excellent study abroad destination. Impressed by the advancements made during the past ten years, students are treated to a truly enlightening experience in central Bratislava.  The city is a thriving, elegant, people- friendly city with genuinely nice locals. Students can observe first hand the unique character of a city with a rich historical background just waiting to be explored. Another point worth noting, students can swoop over to Vienna for the afternoon, then return to the quaintness of Bratislava for the evening, saving precious money by staying in a much less expensive home base.
Although there are not as many study abroad options available in Slovakia, those in existence boast some excellent features for those who wish for a bit of an unconventional study abroad experience. Students will participate in guided walking tours and visits to local businesses. Walking tours will include the Bratislava Castle, the modern bridge over the Danube River, St. Martin’s Cathedral, and Old Town Square, all of which have been remarkably renovated. Experience the Slovak hospitality by taking a day trip down the River Danbue to see the panoramic views of the city and the castles which line the river. Students will also be easily lured into the numerous cozy cafes and restaurants sprinkled throughout the city.

Students Perceptions

When evaluating a study abroad destination and program, students and their parents should consider not only the educational relevance, but the value of the intrinsic aspects of the location and curriculum. Settings in Central and Eastern Europe, where there are vast cultural differences, language barriers, and diversity in business practices, provide students not only with a rich educational experience as they compare and contrast the different aspects of life in the region, but also with a meaningful cultural experience. After studying in Central and Eastern Europe, students emerge with not only a greater sense of understanding the region, but a stronger sense of self confidence and increased level of global understanding. And in most cases, with money to spare!

Here is what the students are saying!

Last night we ventured out into Prague on our own. We walked through some quiet streets, then out of the blue, we ended up on Old Town Square. I have never experienced anything like this! It was all lit up and we could see the amazing beauty of each building and church. We walked further until we came to Charles Bridge with a view of Prague’s most famous castle. Around every single corner, it just kept getting more striking. We ended in Malastrana at a small café for a night cap. A perfect ending to a perfect night.

I had an interesting conversation with a security guard at the pub last night.  He did not speak any English and I do not speak Czech.  We communicated through tone of voice and facial expressions.  It was quite comical and I have a new friend. The people here are very friendly and helpful.

I wasn’t exactly sure what to expect, but I thought Prague would be more rich in culture and traditional than American. For example, I expected that there would be a lot more churches, museums, and old buildings and I found that to be true as well. I guess what struck me the most about the city was its beautiful architecture. I have never seen so many amazing historical buildings concentrated in one area.

Studying in Prague has been extremely enlightening. One thing in particular that has contributed to my understanding of international issues was when we had our site visit at Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.  Sitting there in that boardroom, listening to all the representatives from different countries discussing issues relating to their country was amazing.  I realized how little I know about even my own government.

I have now traveled in the UK, Hungary, Austria, Slovakia, Czech, Italy, France, and Spain. My favorite places? My favorite country was Slovakia. I went hiking in the Tatras and ate some great food. My favorite city is Prague. I will go back there for sure-maybe even to live. My favorite people were the Hungarians. They are friendly, helpful and genuine. They place more importance on family, friends and food then material things. 

Programs in Czech Republic:

European Study Abroad Center – ESAC offers two summer sessions and spring term options based in Prague which focuses on international business and global entrepreneurship. Weekend travel excursions and cultural activities are built into the programs. ESAC also runs a summer law and CLE program. http://www.esacenter.com 
NYU in Prague-NYU offers an array of academic courses for undergraduate students for the fall or spring semesters as well as for the full academic year. Students from diverse disciplines can study Eastern and Central European history, economics and politics, literature, art and architecture, film, theater, photography, nationalism, among many other fields. http://www.nyu.cz

SUNY New Paltz Study Abroad Program in Prague- SUNY programs run in cooperation with Charles University of Prague, a fully accredited university that issues all transcripts. http://www.newpaltz.edu

Lexia- In cooperation with Charles University in Prague, the Lexia summer program consists of a variety of courses including, intensive language study (from beginning to advanced levels in Czech), and civilization seminars which focuses on Czech history, society, culture. http://www.lexiaintl.org

Academy of Prague, TEFL- Get certified to teach English worldwide with Prague Schools' 4-week intensive TEFL/TESOL Trinity Certificate course. All inclusive, half board and course only packages available. http://www.tefl.cz

CMC Graduate School of Business - Since 1991, CMC and their academic affiliates have offered 18 MBA programs, including full-time, part-time and executive MBA programs. Located 20 kilometers outside of Prague’s city center in Celakovice. http://www.cmc.cz

Programs in Slovakia:

Global Learning Semesters- GLS combines challenging classroom instruction with academically guided travel in order to see, first-hand, the countries, people and institutions being studied. GLS offers programs which have a thematic focus, ranging from the roots of early Christianity to the current integration of Europe. http://www.globalsemesters.com

Youth For Understanding - YFU is an educational, nonprofit organization, which prepares young people for their opportunities and responsibilities in a changing, interdependent world through an international exchange program. http://www.yfu.org

Al Nova Programs: Al Nova host one year post-graduate programs in European studies architectural conservation/built heritage development studies, environmental policy and programs in applied economics, finance, and journalism. http://www.ainova.sk

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS-
Eastern European regional language programs, specialized in language acquisition. http://www.americancouncils.org

www.kimep.kz/dba/career


